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ROCKAWAY MEADOW SCHOOL 
TRIMESTER ONE HIGHLIGHTS 

 
Families Get Comfortable As Movie Begins 

Families Gather To Welcome In   
A New School Year 

On September 20th, families gathered at 
Rockaway Meadow School to celebrate the 
beginning of another school year. This annual 
PTA sponsored event is always a hit as families 
get together to enjoy good food, an outdoor 
family-friendly movie, and great company. 
Secret Life of Pets 2 was the featured attraction. 
As always it was a nice turnout and a great way 
to kick off the school year. Thank you to all the 
members of the PTA who helped plan this 
event! 
 
 

 
Families Enjoying Food Before The Movie Begins 

 
5TH Grade Students Presenting at Back To School Night 

Back To School Night 

For the past few years, student 
volunteers have always been on hand 
at Back To School Night to serve as 
unofficial “tour guides” - helping 
parents navigate the building and get 
to the appropriate classrooms for 
presentations. This year, some of our 
fifth grade students took on a little 
more responsibility.  
 
Working alongside Mrs. Algieri, the 
students showed parents how to login 
and access the many different online 
resources that are available to support, 
enhance, and enrich our curriculum.   
 
 

Over the course of the evening, many parents 
stopped in to take advantage of this tutorial. 
Thanks to our fifth graders - Mia, Dhara, 
Victor, and DJ for helping out! 
 
For those who were not able to stop in at Back 
To School Night, you can access this 
information by following these simple steps: 
1. Visit the Rockaway Meadow School     
           website 
2. Click on Parents/Students 
3. Click on Clever 
4. Enter your login information 
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   SCHOOL-WIDE ASSEMBLIES 

Fire Safety 
Presentations 

 

 
      

 
 
 
Thank you to the first 
responders who were on hand 
to show our students the 
equipment they use to keep us 
safe every day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lysol Educates 
The Students 
About Germs 
On November 18th, Lysol visited 
Rockaway Meadow for a day of germ 
education. A microbiologist spoke with 
the students during grade-wide assemblies 
about how germs spread and ways to 
prevent the spread of germs. The highlight 
of the visit was when students got to test 
for germs around the school.   

            ROCK YOUR SCHOOL DAY!  
Students and staff celebrated by kicking off 
the school year with a Pep Rally Assembly 
followed by classroom activities that help to 
reinforce kindness and foster a school 
environment that is inclusive of all.  Working 
alongside their paired-classroom buddy, 
students drew pictures depicting images of 
kindness which will be used to create a 
Kindness Quilt.  Fifth Grade students, serving 
as RAMBassadors, worked with Mrs. Pandorf 
and Ms. Egan to plan this school-wide event.  
What a great way to kick off the 2019-2020 
school year! 
 

TAKE BACK YOUR VOICE! 
Students learned about resiliency and healthy 
coping mechanisms through song and honest, 
unscripted communication. They walked away 
with the ideas of … Dreaming Big and Never 
 Giving Up.  Thank you to the PTA for 
sponsoring this assembly. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL SPEECHES 
 
Candidates for Student Council Officers gather moments before they give their speeches  
to students in grades 2-5, as well as family members in attendance.  They all did a  
great job writing and delivering their speeches!   
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Readers and Writers Hard At Work At Rockaway Meadow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

“Guidance” From The Counselor 
This year our school district is using a Social and Emotional Learning program called Sanford Harmony. The students have taken time during the 
past two months getting to know one another, finding commonalities, and learning to celebrate differences. The classrooms are weaving this program 
into their day to day schedules – you may hear your children talking about “Morning Circle Time” or “Buddy-Up” conversations during health 
lessons. 
 
Our monthly spirit days are also intended to build a positive school climate. In September and October, we celebrated and learned about Respect. We 
wore yellow and gold to pay tribute to “Following the Golden Rule” – To treat others how you would like to be treated. 
 
In November and December, we discuss the character trait of Responsibility; linked with the color green. To learn more, please visit: 

• Charactercounts.org 
• Sanfordharmony.org 
• Character.org 

 
Books to help extend Social and Emotional Growth: 
 
Cookies: Bite Sized Life Lessons by Amy Krouse Rosenthal.  Each page discusses with simplicity a different positive character trait. 
 
Pete the Cat – I Love My White Shoes and Pete the Cat and The Magic Sunglasses by Eric Litwin. These books promote a growth mindset and how 
to develop a positive attitude. They both are rhythmic in nature and can be found as read-alongs and sing-alongs online. 
 
The Lorax, by Dr. Seuss. An almost timeless and profound book about the character trait of Responsibility. The animated movie also does an 
amazing job at expressing the value of commitment to the environment, responsibility for our families, communities, and empathy with each other 
and nature. 
 
Emotionally Intelligent Parenting by Dr. Elias, Tobias and Friedlander discusses being your “BEST” self – which is such a helpful tool for peaceful 
conflict resolution both in school and at home. Being your BEST self helps one reflect on their Body Language, Eye-Contact, Speech, and Tone of 
voice. It helps highlight areas in miscommunication and promotes a respectful and responsible way of solving problems. 
 
 

A pair of 1st graders sharing a good 
book. 
   
A 5th class taking Personal Narratives 
to the Workbench.  

 

First Graders Encouraged To Visit Our Local 
Library 
 
Miss Kristen visits to Read and talk about the reading incentive involving RMS first 
graders and the Lake Hiawatha library. Students who visit the library will earn a 
ticket. When they earn 4 library tickets, students bring them to school and exchange 
the tickets for lunch with the teacher or the prize box. 
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SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL LEARNING IN THE SCHOOLS: DEVELOPING VOICE AND LEADERSHIP 
  

A District-Wide Approach 
 

Like many school districts, Parsippany-Troy Hills Township Schools have developed objectives related to 
social/emotional learning. What exactly is social and emotional learning? It’s a small word for a rather large 
cluster of behaviors that help guide many of us through a productive, successful, and fruitful life. Some people 
refer to social/emotional behaviors as ‘soft skills’ - those behaviors like empathy, perspective, communication, 
self-awareness, and advocacy that are gained over time through social experiences. There are no quick lessons 
for teaching empathy or advocacy. These behaviors take time and repetition to hone. 
 
One of the ways we are teaching these skills to students is by providing them with opportunities to have a voice 
in decision-making and to be leaders in their school settings. Students who view themselves as leaders are more 
likely to put forth their best effort, set high goals, and advocate for themselves. Students who have a voice in 
school/classroom decisions feel as if they matter and can make a difference. These are empowering feelings that 
translate well into adult behaviors. 
 
What does leadership development look like in school? Our elementary schools build leadership skills from an 
early age with opportunities for older students to serve as “Class Buddies” where they might read with younger 
students, tutor younger children in math and reading, and “appropriately assist with dismissal procedures, bus 
safety, cafeteria cleanliness, and school diplomacy. At the “Back to School Nights” this year, students 
participated in the evening as Tour Guides, greeters, and even taught special parent workshops on our online 
math resources. 
 
The Student-Superintendent Advisory Panel that meets with me regularly is a wonderfully dynamic group that 
has brought forth such ideas as “study hall passes” for athletes to use during P.E. classes, better sharing of 
information between our two high schools about students’ college selection for possible roommate and 
commuting assistance, and input into district assessment practices. They have been an incredibly thoughtful 
group and I have appreciated hearing their candid and wise views on matters related to school culture, 
academics, and overall decision-making.  
 
Each of our schools have a School Climate Committee that meets regularly to review student behavioral trends, 
social and emotional needs of the school community, and discuss ideas to build a positive learning environment. 
Many of our schools include student representatives on these committees and, as a result, have heard students’ 
perspectives on how to make recess more enjoyable, creating a healthier lunch experience, and assembly ideas. 
 
Students are an integral part of the selection process for school administrators. At Lake Hiawatha School, 
Eastlake School, Troy Hills School, and Parsippany Hills High School, students served as Tour Guides for 
principal candidates, fielding questions from the candidates and highlighting areas of interest around the school. 
The students then debriefed with members of the Interview Panels and shared their impressions of each 
candidate. 
 
Promoting student leadership and voice in our schools is a critical element in developing social and emotional 
learning. We’re excited about this work and about the amazing young people we interact with each and every 
day! 
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K-5 Curriculum Highlights 

 SCIENCE READING 
 Trimester 1 Trimester 2 September - December 
Kindergarten Trees and 

Weather 
Materials and 

Motion 
Launch: We Are Readers  
• All students have the power to read; People read to learn 
• Utilize skills and strategies before, during and after reading 
• Readers take a sneak peek; Readers wonder and ask questions. 
• Readers use various strategies in their reading lives. 
Emergent Reading: Looking at Familiar texts  
• Readers reread and use the illustrations to tell a story. 
• Readers look carefully at details and use a storyteller voice. 
• Readers use picture clues to support reading. 
• Readers have collaborative discussions about books. 
Superpowers: Reading with Print Strategies and Sight Word Power  
• Good readers use a variety of strategies when reading. 
• Readers take a sneak peek 
• Readers reread, wonder, ask questions and have discussions  
• Readers use a variety of strategies to decode and make meaning 
• Readers push themselves to tackle new challenges 

1st Grade Air and Weather Sound and Light Building Good Reading Habits  
• Readers build good reading habits to become strategic & independent  
• Readers use a variety of strategies to figure out tricky words. 
• Readers coach reading partners on the use of good reading habits 
Word Detectives Use All they Know to Solve Words  
• Readers use all the strategies they know to figure out tricky words 
• Readers practice reading with fluency to sound like talking 
Learning About the World: Reading Nonfiction  
• Readers take a sneak peek at text features to obtain information from nonfiction books. 
• Readers use a variety of strategies to solve hard words to continue reading and learning 
• Readers read a variety of texts on the same topic and teach others to become experts 

2nd Grade Pebbles, Sand, 
and Silt 

Solids and Liquids Second Grade Reading Growth Spurt  
• Readers choose what they are going to read and how they read it. 
• Readers work hard using all they know to tackle tricky words. 
• Readers pay attention to author’s craft in writing and reading 
Becoming Experts: Reading Nonfiction 
• Readers notice, learn from, and question texts to grow knowledge. 
• Readers solve tricky words, concepts, and vocabulary in nonfiction. 
• Readers think as they take sneak peeks and compare parts of texts.   
• Readers compare and contrast information from a variety of texts 

3rd Grade Weather and 
Climate 

Motion and Matter Building a Reading Life  
• Readers apply strategies to find just right books & improve stamina 
• Readers are cognizant of when meaning has been lost and apply comprehension strategies to regain the meaning of the 

story 
• Reading partners act as a cheerleader for each other, discussing the formation & acquisition of reading goals, and help 

achieve goals. 
• Reading partners discuss/retell to share thoughts & better understand 
Mystery Foundational Skills  
• Readers identify the main problem, grow ideas about characters, and step into the shoes of the detective. 
• Readers pay attention to the setting and new characters they meet 
• Readers pay attention to characters choices and infer beliefs/morals. 
• Readers adopt vocabulary relevant to mysteries (i.e. detective, sleuth. 
Reading to Learn: Grasping Main Ideas and Text Structures 
• Readers read nonfiction to learn and sort information into main ideas and supporting details/examples to retain 

important information. 
• Readers think, talk, & question with others to grow ideas. 
• Readers compare and synthesize across texts, adding onto and revising their original understanding based on new 

insights gained reading. 
4th Grade Soils, Rocks, 

and Landforms 
Energy Interpreting Characters: The Heart of the Story  

• Readers retell, synthesize, and visualize details from a story  
• Readers focus on character’s traits/patterns in behavior to learn more 
• Readers use various story elements, connections among details and ideas, and larger life lessons to create 

interpretations of a story. 
Reading the Weather, Reading the World  
• Readers make connections, preview heading and topic sentences, and identify organization techniques the author uses 

to improve their understanding of nonfiction text. 
• Readers identify what makes nonfiction texts challenging and find signals to help identify what lens to read through & 

how to understand  
• Readers synthesize information from various sources and analyze how the new information they learn adds/contradicts 

what they know 
Historical Fiction Book Clubs  
• Readers identify and analyze the elements of a novel. 
• Readers develop big ideas about text based on evidence & revise ideas 
• Readers gain a deeper understanding of the era a historical novel is set in by studying primary source documents. 

5th Grade Earth and Sun Mixtures and 
Solutions 

Interpretation Book Clubs: Analyzing Themes  
• Readers read differently when they know they will write about the text. They pay attention to details when reading 

with purpose. 
• Readers develop new interpretations by discussing their texts in depth with the book clubs.  
• Readers must read through different lenses to determine themes. 
Tackling Complexity: Moving Up Levels of Nonfiction  
• Readers write about a text in own words using Ladder of Abstraction 
• Readers categorize/classify information across multiple texts. 



DECEMBER 2019 NEWSPAPER 
 

PAGE 6 

  

• Readers must think about author’s perspectives on a topic. 
Argument and Advocacy: Researching Debatable Issues  
• Readers know a good argument is supported by evidence. 
• Readers attend to what the author is saying, compare it with ideas of other authors and formulate their own evidence-

based position 
• Readers gather information, develop background, take a stand on their belief and become powerful advocates for 

change in the world. 
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